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Because rich countries have seen no sustained recovery in aggregate demand since the 2008-09 global recession, more workers are losing touch with the world of work, says the OECD, a think-tank. One piece of evidence is the rise in the number of long-term unemployed (those who have been out of work for a year or more). In Ireland, the proportion of jobless people who are long-term unemployed rose from 29% to 63%—the sharpest leap in any OECD country. The young and unskilled were most likely to be stuck in this rut, especially in Greece, Spain, Italy, Slovakia and America. By contrast, Germany and the Netherlands have both seen a fall in long-term unemployment since the start of the crisis
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